
                                     

 

 
 
October 18, 2022 
 

Erik Arroyo, Mayor & Commissioners    L.K. Nandam, FDOT District 1 Secretary 
City of Sarasota       801 North Broadway Avenue 
1565 1st Street, Room 101      Bartow, FL  33830 
Sarasota, FL 34236 
 

RE:  Letter of Concern Relating to St. Armand’s Circle Winter Festival Approval 
 

Dear Mayor Arroyo, City of Sarasota City Commission, and L.K. Nandam, 
 

At the October 17, 2022 Town of Longboat Key Regular Meeting, the Town Commission 
discussed the City of Sarasota’s (City’s) recent approval of a 6-week winter festival at St. 
Armand’s Circle during the start of tourist season.  As a result of that discussion, the Town 
Commission authorized the transmittal of this letter relating to the potential impact such a 
festival could have on the Town and its residents.   
 

Traffic between the Town and Sarasota, especially during the holidays and the Winter 
Season, has long been a major concern for Longboat Key and its residents.  The 
chokepoint at St. Armand’s Circle is a focal point for that concern even in the absence of 
special events at those times of year.  While the occasional two-day programs managed 
by the Merchants’ Association with FDOT oversight have on balance benefitted the local 
communities, the length and intensity of the proposed festival, promoted and organized 
as it has been outside of the normal procedures and guidelines, could create havoc for 
those attempting to travel between Sarasota and the barrier islands during such a busy 
time. 

 
We ask that the City and FDOT give very careful consideration to the appropriateness of 
the proposed event at the Circle and that, if approved, it be circumscribed as to time and 
its intensity so as not to unduly burden such a small park in such a critical location during 
the holidays. 
 
Thanks for your consideration of this matter. 
.   ' 

My best regards, 

 
Ken Schneier, 
Mayor 
 
Cc:  Town of Longboat Key Commissioners    


