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September 13, 2022 
 
Erik Arroyo, Mayor 
Kyle Battie, Vice Mayor 
Hagen Brody, Commissioner 
Jen Ahearn-Koch, Commissioner 
Liz Alpert, Commissioner 
Marlon Brown, City Manager 
 
 
Dear City Commissioners and City Manager, 
 
Are City parks suitable for carnival rides?  Is St. Armands? 
 
Here's the best write-up of St. Armands that I've ever come across (from a 1995 
SACA pamphlet): 
 

Welcome to St. Armands Key—an island shopping center removed from the 
bustle of the mainland by two bridges over magnificent Sarasota 
Bay.  Unique in concept, history, and beauty, St. Armands provides an 
unforgettable experience for visitors from all over the world. 
 
Set amidst a tropical paradise, St. Armands is an enchanting circle of fine 
shops and gourmet restaurants.  Renowned as a marketplace with a 
continental flavor, it is a charming and graceful synthesis of past and 
present.  Lush tropical plantings, courtyards and patios, antique statuary 
and contemporary architectural design skillfully contribute to an 
international atmosphere of friendly warmth, enduring elegance, and 
timeless style.  Relax in the restaurants, explore the shops--from trinkets to 
treasures, gourmet snacks to candlelit feasts, you'll find it all on St. 
Armands Circle.  

 
This write-up is magnificent, isn't it?  So, is it a good idea to put carnival rides into 
the middle of this? 
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The City has a Special Events Ordinance that is supposed to prevent this.  As is the 
City's "passive park" designation.  As is the park's listing in the National Historic 
Registry.  But, are you going to let yourselves be talked into putting commercial 
carnival rides there anyway? 
 
How many patrons will visit these carnival rides?  300 per hour for 10 hours a 
day?  That's 90,000 attendees over the course of a month. If anyone disputes this 
number, do they even have a business plan showing otherwise? Does anyone 
know what impact this number of attendees will have on vehicular traffic, 
pedestrian safety, parking, etc?  Does anyone care? 
 
The Sarasota County Fair at the Robarts Arena fairgrounds hosts over 110,000 
attendees over the course of 10 days.  This property has the infrastructure, land 
area, parking, restrooms, etc... necessary to host a carnival or circus.  But, 
promoters want you to believe that you can fit what is essentially the same thing 
into one of the City's smallest parks—one that happens to be in the middle of the 
only road that goes between downtown and Lido and Longboat Keys. 
 
In our most recent Annual Member Survey, 92% opposed a Carousel--along with 
additional attractions such as swings, see-saws, an electric train, and selfie-
booths--all in a fenced-off area located in the St. Armands Circle Park (125 
respondents).  82% opposed a stand-alone carousel.  Accordingly, and for the 
reasons outlined above, we ask you not to allow this. 
 
Thank you for looking out for the interests of *your* City's residents as you 
consider these proposals when they come before you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Chris Goglia, President 
St. Armands Residents Association 
With the Approval of our Board of Directors 
 
website:  starmands.org 
 


